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ITANNHX XTAGATOX

akea

EikdCetar ané opiopévoug 6t oddkAnpn n Sut-
ki okéyn anoppéer and tov HpdrAerto. Tou pvn-
peidoug épyou Iept Ploewg odlovtar akp1Bag
1,243 MEeig enf ouvodou, oUpQova pe Ty Teheu-
tafa katapétpnon, 114 anoonaopdtwv. Tpia and ta
anoondoparta efvai povohexukd, kar and avtd, to
ouvtopdtepo €xel ooepa povo ypdppata: dxea.

H ondvia autt apyaia elnvikn 2é6n onpaiver
«Bepanefecy, adhd kai «Buoiegy 1 «e§hecdoeicy. H év-
voia tou Mippatog éyel PéPata yabel, aivetar dpag
anéluta evappoviopévn pe 1g Pfaoikég apyég g
Hpaxhefterag oxéypng dnwg avth exppdletal ota
d\a anoondopata, Kai DPONAvIwy pe Ty 16¢a g
e€1deoewg S1a péoou mpaypaukig A petagpopIkig
@Adyag. [a tov Hpdxderto, n gwud ritav éva and
ta tpia Paocikd otoryeia tou ovpnaviog, kabmg emi-
ong kai 1o dpyavo kukAiknig avalwoyoviioewg 6-
nwg pag BupiCer oe kanolo dAdo Afppa, ndvia to
nup eneAB6v kpivéel kar katalenpete.

[Tdve kamoia ypdvia mou opiopéveg nTuyég g
MPOoWIIKAG pou epyaciag otpéqovial yipw and ta
kefpeva tou Hpaxheitou, apyig yevopévng pe ta
Tpia Hpaxheftera Zroryeia tou 1991. H oeipd drea
efvat avdnru%n p1ag pKpdTEPNG, MEIPAPATKAG ep-
yaofag mou éyive yia 0 Pwrtoypagixd Kévepo Abn-
vav o 1994, kai nou npwronapouoidodnke otny
tehikii ou pop@n 10 1995 ot0 pecaiwvikd KAoTpo
Kuressaare tg Eofoviag. O1 eixéveg aneixoviCouv
anote@pwpévoug Bdpvoug, pwtoypagnpévoug oe
Kkdanot eAAnvikd vnoi Ayeg péhig dpeg petd o mépa-
opa nupkayide, étav 1o £dagog fitav aképa (eotd
Kal OKEMAopévo pe otpdpa and wikd, yrpila otd-
Y. AmépITteg Mapaotdoeic Kekaupévou Torou ard
10 voudtepo axpo g Eupdrng, ta oupppaldpevd
Toug avagépovta PéPaia oe YevikGTepeg Evvolec,
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akea: stonements

It has been argued that all western thought can
be traced back to the presocratic philosopher
Heraclitus of Ephesus. Of Heraclitus” monumental
work About Nature, exactly 1,243 words survive
—a total, by the latest count, of 114 fragments.
Three of these fragments consist of a single word,
and of these, the shortest is just four letters long:
akea.

This rare ancient Greek term can mean “cures”,
but also has the sense of “atonements” or “sacrifices”.
Its precise context is of course irrecoverable now, but
it seems in harmony with the basic tenets of
Heraclitean thought as expressed through some of
the other surviving fragments, and in particular the
idea of purification through a real or metaphorical
fire. For Heraclitus, fire was one of the three basic
elements of the universe as well as an agent of
cyclical regeneration; as he reminds us in another
fragment, fire when it comes will judge and
condemn all things.

[ have been working with and around
Heraclitean texts for some time now, starting with
Three Heraclitean Elements (1991). akea:
atonements is the development of a smaller work
originally made for the Photography Centre of
Athens in 1994, and was first shown in its final form
in the monastic dormitory of the 14th-century
Estonian castle of Kuressaare in 1995. The images
are of burned and calcinated vegetation
photographed on a Greek island within a few hours
of a brush fire, while the ground was still hot and
covered with a drift of fine grey ash. Austere
representations of a fired landscape from the
southernmost edge of Europe, their import and
context is universal.

John Stathatos
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John Stathatos: akea: atonements, 1995. Silver print on aluminium, 165x145 cm.



